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of the eighteenth century, roughly 150 years
ago.    It was due mainly to discoveries with
regard to tlie possible uses of coal and steam
and to a long series of mechanical inventions
which have rendered possible  the large-scale
production methods of modern times. Previous
to this Industrial Eevolution such industries
as spinning and weaving were carried on by
hand in the country villages, very much as
they are to-day in India.    The transition from
the  old methods to the   new caused funda-
mental alterations in the distribution of the
population, increasing enormously the numbers
in the towns  (especially those which., sprang
up, as a consequence of the Eevolution, in the
north); while it changed utterly the habits of
life and the economic outlook of the working
masses, whose sufferings during the period of
transition, owing to their inability to adapt
themselves to the rapidly changing conditions,
were almost as great as those of an eastern
population passing through a prolonged famine
period.    In .Eastern countries, such as Japan
and India, a similar revolution is beginning.
Owing, however, to the greater experience of
modern Governments, who have before them